Genitourinary malignancies - Prostate cancer

Results: 1159 pts were recruited in 11 European countries; 1150 pts
were treated. Baseline pt characteristics, efficacy, and safety results are
summarized in the table. The median PFS was 6.6 months (95% Cl,
6.1-7.4 months). DCR rate was 85.4%. Hand-foot skin reaction, diarrhea,
and fatigue were the most common adverse events.

Conclusions: The efficacy and safety profile of sorafenib in the large,
diverse, advanced RCC pt population treated in the clinical practice
setting of EU-ARCCS was similar to that seen in the research setting of
TARGET study. Both datasets together strongly support the effectiveness of
sorafenib in pts with advanced RCC, pretreated or unsuitable for cytokines.
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clinical trial
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Objective: Over the last decades the incidence of renal cell cancer (RCC)
steadily increased. Of these patients about 30% will develop metastases
to bone. These patients face considerable skeletal morbidity including
bone pain, pathologic fractures, spinal cord compression or tumor induced
hypercalcemia (TIH). Therefore patients with metastastic renal cell cancer
(mRCC) were included in a prospective, single-arm trial evaluating the SRE
(skeletal related event) rate under therapy with zoledronic acid (Zometa®).
The study was aimed to assess the proportion of patients who experience
at least one SRE during 12 months of treatment with zoledronic acid (ZA).
Material and Methods: Patients with RCC having 1 cancer-related
bone lesion and 2 prior applications of a bisphosphonate were eligible.
Bone lesions were diagnosed by nucleotide bone scan and 1 lesion was
confirmed via X-ray, CT or MRI. Patients passed a 12 months treatment
period with ZA (4 mg) every 3 weeks. During a time period of 54 weeks
they were followed every 3 weeks for development of SREs (radiation,
surgery to bone, spinal cord compression, pathologic bone fractures) and
TIH. If AP or LDH were >2xULN (upper limit of normal) a bone scan or
MRI-quickscan was performed. In case of evident SREs or symptoms (e.g.
bone pain) confirmatory studies were performed which consisted of X-ray,
CT or MRI. After end of treatment patients received a final assessment of
disease status and entered a survival follow-up for one year.

Results: 51 patients (median age: 63 years) in 21 centers participated in
the study. According to MSKCC score 8%, 56% and 18% showed good,
intermediate and poor prognosis. 78% of patients had 6 bone lesions and
18% already experienced at least one SRE prior to study entry. A total of
26% also obtained prior medications, mainly interferon (20%), interleukin
(16%) or chemotherapy (16%). 25 patients completed the treatment period
and 26 % of them showed 1 SRE according to preliminary analysis.
Altogether 23 SREs and no TIH were observed. Final results will be shown
at presentation.

Conclusion: Patients with mMRCC and bone metastasis are at high risk to
experience SREs. Up to 74% of cases were reported in a subgroup analysis
of a phase lll trial. This is the first study prospectively evaluating the SRE
rate in patients with mRCC and bone lesions receiving ZA. Preliminary
results indicate a SRE rate of 26% without occurrence of TIH. The results
of this trial could further support the use of ZA in this subset of patients.
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Background: Immunotherapy was the first and until recently the only
therapeutic option for the advanced kidney cancer, a highly resistant to
cytotoxic agents neoplasm. Treatment with cytokines has suggested an
anticancer role of the immune system in mRCC. This role with the new
first line antiangiogenic molecules, mainly sunitinib and bevacizumab with
interferon- a (a known immunotropic factor), is now under investigation. The
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high rate of hypothyroidism, a common adverse event in sunitinib treated
patients, is maybe a clinical manifestation of its immunotropic effect.
Materials and Methods: ANA, anti-dsDNA, cANCA, pANCA, AMA, ASMA,
C3, C4, RF, anti-Tg and TPO in the serum and lympocytic populations in
whole blood, before and during first-line sunitinib therapy (every 12-18
weeks), were analyzed in 27 naive patients with mRCC. Autoantibodies
were measured with ELISA, RIA or immunofluoresence, while lymphocytic
populations were studied with flow cytometry.

Results: Median values of selected populations and the incidence of
positive autoantibodies are shown in Table 1. cANCA, and rheumatoid
factor were negative at all measurements before or during treatment. No
changes in anti-dsDNA, cANCA and AMA were observed during therapy.
There was a significant reduction of CD4 (p=0.048), and HLADR+ CD4
(0.033) and CD8 (p=0.018) cells between baseline and at 12-18 weeks
of therapy. During the same time the incidence of ASMA+ cases was also
reduced (56% vs. 17%, p=0.024). Nevertheless, there was a significant
increase at 3 measurement (17% vs. 100%, p = 0.001), when all patients
had positive ASMA. Finally, there was a significant correlation between the
occurrence of ANA antibodies and HLADR+ CD8 cells 12-18 weeks after
the initiation of treatment with Sunitinib (median 10.2% vs. 8.3% for + and
- cases, respectively, p =0.032).

Conclusions: The administration of Sunitinib seems to affect certain
immunological markers in patients with metastatic RCC, although some of
these changes were transient. Correlation with outcome is currently being
studied and will be presented during the meeting.

Table 1. Median pre-treatment (B), 3 months (1) and 6 months (2) values
in patients with RCC during Sunitinib therapy

HLADR4 HLADR8 ANA AMA

CD4 CD8 Tregs ASMA

B 67% 33% 31% 6.8% 15.5% 55% 17% 57%
1 57% 43% 33% 4.7% 9.3% 36% 17% 17%
2 57% 43% 35% 56% 10.6% 33% 0% 100%
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Background: Although renal cell carcinoma (RCC) had no specific
molecular markers, we have reported so far that brain type-free fatty acid
binding protein (B-FABP) is highly expressed in RCC and it can be also a
useful biomarker. On the other hand, it is known that B-FABP strongly binds
to polyunsaturated fatty acid and RCC includes plenty of lipids. However,
there is no report about the lipid profile of RCC associated with B-FABP
expression. We here demonstrate RCC fatty acid profile by imaging mass
spectrometry (IMS).

Materials and Methods: Sample preparation. We used seven frozen
sections including tumor and normal tissue in the six removed kidneys and
one metastasis site. All tissues were immediately frozen in liquid nitrogen,
and stored at -80°C without any fixation. The tissue was sliced into 8 mm-
thick sections using a cryostat and mounted onto an indium tin oxide (ITO)-
coated slide glass (Bruker Daltonics). A thin matrix layer was applied to the
surface of the slide by using an airbrush with a 0.2 mm nozzle and DHB
solution (50 mg/mL DHB, 20 mM sodium acetate, 70% methanol, 0.1%
TFA) was sprayed.

Imaging mass spectrometry (IMS). MS was performed with a MALDI-
TOF/TOF-type instrument: Ultraflex 1l TOF/TOF (Bruker Daltonics)
equipped with a 355nm Nd:YAG laser with a repetition rate of 200 Hz.
Data were acquired in the positive-ion mode by using an external calibration
method. The mass spectrometer parameters were set to obtain the highest
sensitivity with m/z values in the range of 300-1000. All the spectra were
acquired automatically using the Flex Imaging software (Bruker Daltonics).
Results: The uptake of linoleic acids or DHA/EPA in tumor part was
increased and decreased than that of normal part, respectively, irrespective
of tumor stage and grade.

Conclusions: As far as we know, our study is the first investigation for
RCC lipid profile using imaging MALDI-MS. These results may give new
aspects in diagnosis and treatment of RCC.





